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Beutler inauguration set for W ednesday
Area residents are 
invited to the inaugural 
ceremony for Randy 
Beutler, the 17th president 
of Southwestern, on 
Wednesday, Dec. 8.
The ceremony will 
take place at 3 p.m. in 
the Fine Arts Center. A 
reception will follow. 
Admission is free.
Later that evening, 
a fundraising dinner 
will be held on the 
Weatherford campus 
to raise money for 
a SWOSU Museum
and Archive Center in 
downtown Weatherford.
Oklahoma Governor 
Brad Henry will be guest 
speaker. Brian Adler, 
chair of the inauguration 
committee, said the 
dinner event is sold 
out, but a waiting list 
has been established 
in case of last-minute 
cancellations.
A dinner in Sayre will 
be held on Tuesday, Dec. 
7, at 6 p.m. at the Sayre 
Public Schools cafeteria. 
Four past or current
deans and presidents 
will be honored for 
their long-term service 
to Sayre Junior College 
and the SWOSU Sayre 
campus
Ticket information is 
available by calling the 
SWOSU Public Relations 
& Marketing Office at 
774-3063 or stopping by 
the office in Room 205 
of the Administration 
Building. Tickets for the 
Sayre dinner are also 
available in the SWOSU- 
Sayre Dean's Office.
Randy Beutler
Background: Bom and raised on a ranch north of Elk 
City. Graduated from Canute High School in 1979. 
Earned a Bachelor of Arts in Education degree from 
SWOSU in 1983. Completed his Master of Education de­
gree at SWOSU in 2003. Taught social science at Washita 
Heights Public Schools and Weatherford High School. 
Served eight years in the Oklahoma House of Repre­
sentatives. Eventually became the Majority Whip of the 
House. Served as Gov. Brad Henry’s director of legisla­
tive relations, which elevated him to a senior staff mem­
ber of Governor Henry’s administration.
See facts about previous presidents on page 5
Steaming cup of charity
Students fill The Cup last Thursday to listen to communication students read poetry and sing a variety 
of holiday songs and modern hits during the third annual "Steaming Cup of Love" benefit. The event 
began three years ago as a service learning project by communication professor Cindy Carley. Carley died 
unexpectedly of a heart attack two years ago, but students carry on the tradition of holding the fund-raiser 
every fall. (Staff Photos by M indy Herb)
Crime on campus down this year, police say
By Greg Richardson 
Staff Reporter_______
Incidents of on-campus crime 
are fewer than in previous years, 
according to SWOSU campus police.
The most common crimes 
committed on campus are property 
crimes, including burglary, larceny, 
vandalism, and liquor law violations.
According to SWOSU campus crime 
statistics from 2009 to present, there 
have been 32 burglaries, 15 larcenies, 
21 incidents of vandalism, and 35
liquor law violations reported. In 2008, 
campus police reported 43 burglary 
incidents, 34 larcenies and 40 liquor 
law violations.
SWOSU Police Chief Rick Bolar said 
that while most crimes on SWOSU's 
campus are committed by students, 
the department did arrest two non­
students for public intoxication on 
campus in October.
"Any crime committed a block 
away from SWOSU's campus is still 
considered a crime on campus," said 
Bolar, even if the suspects are arrested
by other law enforcement agencies.
One month ago, four laptops were 
stolen from a sorority meeting in the 
Stafford Building. Campus police 
recovered two laptops and identified a 
suspect during their investigation.
Bolar reports that the SWOSU Police 
solve about half of the reported larceny 
and burglary incidents on campus.
Bolar said most larceny and 
burglaries around SWOSU can be 
avoided if students lock their dorm 
rooms and vehicles and do not leave 
items unattended.
Many iPods, cell phones, purses, 
and wallets are stolen when students 
leave their belongings behind in one 
area of the gym or at a party and go to 
another area, which allows someone 
to steal those items without being 
noticed, Bolar said.
He said students should be aware 
that many crimes in previous years 
have occurred around the Christmas 
holidays. The police urge students 
to be cautious where they park their 
vehicles or leave their belongings 
during finals.
The O ne T hing You 
N eed to  Know
Have a safe and wonderful 
Holiday Break Everyone! The 
Southwestern will be back in 
full force next semester starting 
January 26.
C onversation  
Starters
»A Michigan woman whose hand was broken 
while she was reaching for toilet paper can sue 
a restaurant over her injury. The case is divid­
ing the Michigan Supreme Court. The court’s 
liberal majority says a jury should decide 
whether the dispenser created an unreasonable 
risk of harm at Texas Roadhouse in Taylor. The 
court’s three conservative justices say there 
should be no liability for ordinary accidents. 
Sheri Schooley says the cover on the dispenser 
fell on her right hand, breaking it.
Source:  MSNBC.com
Douglas Allen Smith Jr. says he changed his 
name to Captain Awesome last month because 
he was inspired by the nickname of a character 
on the NBC television show “Chuck” — Dr. 
Devon “Captain Awesome” Woodcomb. The 
unemployed Eugene cabinet installer says he 
found it funny Woodcomb’s father gave him that 
nickname because a “poor nickname builds good 
character.” The judge that granted the request 
made him swear he wasn’t changing his name for 
fraudulent reasons.
Source: MSNBC.com
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Idabel freshm an proud and excited to rep resen t Southwestern
By: Jordan Richison 
Managing Editor__
Pictures clockwise: N ew ly crowned M iss SWOSU, 
takes her walk down the runway.
Rachel D ennison gets crowned by former M iss 
SWOSU Sarah Simpson.
Rachel D ennison dances for her talent during the 
M iss SWOSU pageant.
(Photos courtesy of Photography by D ennison)
In her first semester at Southwestern, Rachel 
Denison is making quite a name for herself on 
campus.
The freshman from Idabel was recently named 
the winner of the Miss SWOSU pageant and will 
compete for the title of Miss Oklahoma next summer 
in Tulsa.
"I am so blessed to have received this 
opportunity," Denison said. "I am excited to 
represent SWOSU at Miss Oklahoma this year. What 
an amazing experience that will be representing 
such an amazing university."
Performing in front of people is nothing new for 
Denison. She has performed dance routines on stage 
since she was 3 years old. Denison said she became 
involved in pageants when she was in middle 
school because she had felt 
comfortable on stage.
After she won the first 
pageant she competed in and 
got to wear her crown home, 
she was hooked on the pageant 
life.
Denison has since gone 
on to compete in many other 
pageants in the state like 
Miss Idabel High School,
Miss McCurtain County and 
Miss Southeast Oklahoma.
Dennison said each pageant 
has taught her valuable 
lessons.
She said her main goal in 
life is to change the world and 
she believes a pageant title is 
one of the many opportunities to 
do that.
"I see a pageant title as an 
opportunity to give back. After 
all, being crowned is not about 
being treated as royalty, but 
about giving others the royal 
treatment," Denison said.
One way Denison hopes to 
reach this goal is through her platform, "Making 
a Difference: One Child at a Time." She said she 
decided on that certain campaign after traveling 
overseas on a mission trip to Romania.
Denison, who wants to be a missionary someday, 
said she wants to make others aware of the growing
crisis of global poverty 
and, in turn, do 
something about it. She said when she was overseas 
in Romania, she looked poverty "dead in the eyes" 
and saw just how much of an effect it has on people.
"It was something that I was aware of, but was 
not broken-hearted for. I neglected the idea of
poverty," Denison said. "However, after returning to 
the United States, my eyes were open to how much 
of a crisis it really is, even in the States."
She said her dream is to create a program to 
sponsor children in America. She said one thing she 
wants to do as Miss SWOSU is to bring her platform 
to Weatherford. She added she hopes to get several 
fund-raisers and campaigns started to work towards 
my ultimate goal, "Making a Difference: One Child 
at a Time."
"We have all sorts of programs such as World 
Vision and Compassion International, but what 
about the children living down the streets? How can 
we help them? I feel that with this platform, God 
can use me to answer those questions," Denison 
said.
Denison, one of the 14 members of this year's 
President's Leadership Class, may seem to have 
adjusted well to college. But like most people 
leaving home for the first time, Denison said getting 
used to the college lifestyle while living five hours 
from her hometown was no piece of cake.
"The first couple of months of the semester were 
the hardest few months of 
my life," Denison said.
"But places here on campus 
like the Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries as well as the 
Miss SWOSU pageant 
completely changed 
everything. I finally felt like 
I was part of something 
great. I love SWOSU 
and I wouldn't rather be 
anywhere else."
She said that because 
of the love she has for 
the school she is looking 
forward to representing 
SWOSU at the 2011 Miss 
Oklahoma pageant.
Denison said she feels like 
she's not just representing 
a school, but she's 
representing her second 
family.
"This, in my opinion, 
is by far the best school out there. Honestly, if it 
were not for the love I have felt on this campus, I 
probably would not have chosen a school so far 
from home. This is where God has put me, and I 
am so thankful to have the opportunity to represent 
Him and SWOSU at the state level," Denison said.
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O klahom a hall’s open  mic night a  success
By Jennifer O sborn 
Staff Reporter_____
Oklahoma Hall hosted SWOSU's second ever 
open mic night on Nov. 30 with great success. The 
event consisted of about 10 performers varying from 
all of the residential halls.
"The performances consisted of residents that read 
some of their original poems as well as singers who 
came and performed songs that they had written," 
said hall director Sara Mueggenborg, "It was a lot of 
fun and we had a great turnout."
Mueggenborg hopes that this is the first of many 
annual open mic nights in OK Hall and is looking 
forward to trying it out again next year.
"At one point in the night there were over 20 
people in the audience watching," Mueggenborg 
said.
This event was for residential student performers 
only however, any SWOSU student was welcome to 
attend.
If you intend on living in any of SWOSU's 
residential halls be on the look out for next year's 
open mic night in Oklahoma Hall.
r o b o t i c s
c o m p e t i t i o n
A s tu d e n t-m a d e  robot from  
Saturday's competition.
Southwestern hosted its second annual 
First Tech Challenge robotics competition 
Saturday.
Nearly 300 high school students from 
three states were on the 














and programmed robots to compete against other 
teams' robots. The LIAO Home School team,
The Lightsabors, won the competition and will 
advance to a national competition in St. Louis.
Students from the following Oklahoma high 
schools competed in the competition: Ada, Altus, 
Ardmore, Bokchito, Bristow, Claremore, Clinton, 
Colbert, Enid, Geary, Kingfisher, Konawa, 
Newcastle, Mount St. Mary, Western Heights, 
Piedmont, Ponca City, Red Rock, Salina, Sapulpa, 
Taloga, Tulsa Memorial, Union City, Watonga, 
Weatherford, Holdenville and Crooked Oak. 
There were also two teams from Texas and one 
team from Arkansas.
Several dignitaries from around the state, 
including newly-elected Oklahoma State 
Superintendent of Schools Janet Barressi, came to 
SWOSU for the competition.
Nursing program  gets gran t for equipment
Southwestern Oklahoma State University's School of 
Nursing in Weatherford w ill benefit from a $75,000 grant 
that was recently received from the Sarkeys Foundation. 
Celebrating the award are (from left): SWOSU College 
of Professional and Graduate Studies Dean Dr. Ken 
Rose; SWOSU Foundation Director of Gifts and Planned 
Giving N icole Boyles; SWOSU School of Nursing Chair 
Dr. Barbara Patterson; and SWOSU President Randy 
Beutler.
Southwestern's Foundation has received a $75,000 
grant from the Sarkeys Foundation to assist the 
SWOSU School of Nursing.
The grant is part of awards totaling $422,509 that 
were recently provided to 24 nonprofit organizations 
in Oklahoma.
"The School of Nursing is grateful for the funding 
provided by the Sarkeys Foundation grant," said 
Dr. Barbara Patterson, chair of the department. "The 
funds will be designated to purchase state-of-the-art 
simulation equipment for our nursing skills labs, 
enabling our students to garner valuable knowledge 
for working with patients in a clinical setting."
Since its founding in 1962, Sarkeys has awarded 
more than $70 million in grants for education, social 
services, arts and culture, health care and medical 
research, and environmental projects. Trustees and 
staff of the foundation continue to fulfill the mission 
of improving the quality of life in Oklahoma.
"There are many strong nonprofits doing great 
work in our state and we are honored to be able 
to help a number of them further their mission," 
said Kim Henry, executive director. "Many of our 
recipients serve rural areas of our state where 
resources are limited and it can be more challenging 
to raise money for those in need. We believe 
investing in these nonprofits will help thousands of 
Oklahomans during these challenging times."
SWOSU President Randy Beutler said the 
university is appreciative that the Sarkeys
Foundation has made this award to SWOSU for 
such an important program as nursing. Beutler said 
private dollars like the grant from Sarkeys, student 
tuition fees and taxpayer monies are being used 
to improve the quality of health care in western 
Oklahoma.
SGA Spotlight
A Look at Legislation
The Student Government Association has recently 
passed legislation supporting the SWOSU Depart­
ment of Public Safety in its efforts to obtain radar 
guns. Currently, SWOSU Police do not possess 
any method of determining a driver's speed, and 
it is SGA's position that providing radar guns to 
the officers would improve public safety and slow 
down speeders. In the coming semester, SGA will 
discuss issues to revise the meal plan, add addi­
tional printers to the library, create a nutritional 
chart for the cafeteria, and beautify the campus. 
Students who are interested in having opinion on 
those matters heard are invited to attend the next 
meeting on Thursday, Jan. 13.
SWOSUPalooza 12
The Student Government Association has begun 
its preparations for this year's SWOSUPalooza. 
The meetings to discuss this year's event are held 
on Thursdays at 5 p.m. in the SGA House, which 
is located south of the Burton House on the corner 
next to the sand volleyball courts. Any person is 
welcome to attend the meetings to introduce ideas 
and help create the best SWOSUPalooza yet. SGA 
is currently looking for a theme for SWOSUPa- 
looza 12, as well as T-shirt designs. Students who 
have an idea or suggestion can stop by the SGA 
house or email Special Projects Secretary Maria 
Ortega at, ortegamd@student.swosu.edu.
Help the Campus!
Do you want to help improve SWOSU? Are there 
issues on campus that you are concerned with and 
would like to see changed? If so, then SGA is the 
organization for you. Not only is SGA an excel­
lent resume builder and skills learning organiza­
tion, you can actually have a deciding factor in the 
issues that affect SWOSU and you as the student. 
In recent years, SGA has brought about a tobacco 
free campus, improved meal plans, and provided 
a change machine for students. We are always 
looking for fresh ideas and new faces, so join us 
Thursdays at 6 p.m. in Stafford 104. There is no 
obligation to join, and any person is welcome to 
attend and offer ideas.
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Students share their favorite holiday songs and movies
By Kari M errick 
Staff Reporter___
It's the time of year 
that students surround 
themselves with the 
sounds of their favorite 
Christmas song, cozy 
up in a big blanket with 
hot chocolate, and watch 
that Christmas movie 
they've been waiting for 
all year.
The holiday season 
always has that certain 
something that takes you 
back to your childhood 
when the only thing 
to worry about was
whether you were on the 
nice or naughty list. This 
nostalgia means many 
have strong opinions 
about the best Christmas 
song or film, and 
Southwestern students 
are no exception.
Cliff Bernal, a senior 
from California, said 
his favorite song is 
"Merry Christmas from 
the Family," because it 
is a truthful song that 
reminds him of his own 
family. His favorite 
holiday movie is "A 
Christmas Carol."
"I remember that
movie really affected 
me," Bernal said. "I 
was always extremely 
thankful for everything 
I was fortunate to have 
after that guy was 
visited by the three 
ghosts, and it shows 
how important your 
family is, and how 
horrible it would be 
without them."
Ty Clearwater, a 
senior from Kansas, 
said his favorite movie 
growing up was "A 
Christmas Story."
"Me and my siblings 
would always watch
that, then go try to act 
out everything that took 
place in the movie," 
Clearwater said. "Most 
of the time it didn't 
end well and we got 
a whipping, but they 
are great memories I'll 
always have."
Clearwater's favorite 
Christmas song is "Oh 
Christmas Tree."
"I always wanted a 
tree, and we weren't ever 
allowed to have one," 
Clearwater says.
Wade Payne, a junior 
from Beaver, said that 
he isn't a fan of how
much Christmas has 
gotten away from its true 
meaning, which is why 
he likes the song "What 
Child is This?"
"It is a beautiful song 
that's not just about 
presents and trees; it 
actually talks about 
Jesus," Payne said.
Jessica Van Paul, a 
junior from California, 
said she has so many 
Christmas favorites that 
it was hard to choose , 
but narrowed it down 
to the first Rudolf movie 
and "A Christmas 
Carol."
I love these movies 
because they made me 
so happy when I was 
little; they were like 
something that I could 
relate with Christmas 
every year," Van Paul 
says.
Holly Weston, a senior 
from Idaho, was very 
direct about why her 
favorite Christmas song 
is "Silent Night."
"I love this song 
because it is so beautiful, 
when people sing it, it 
almost brings tears to 
my eyes", says Weston."I 
just love it."
Save the stress and p re p a re  early  for the holidays
By Gregory Richardson 
Staff Reporter_________ "Don't wait until the last 
minute."
Aleska Rovic
"Just buy gifts cards to 
somewhere they like."
Nick Thurman
The most wonderful time of the year 
is coming soon. Some of you may be 
thinking about Thanksgiving.
Although Thanksgiving is a great 
holiday where families and friends 
get together, and eat nice dinners and 
give food to those who don't have 
any, the most wonderful time of the 
year to most people is Christmas.
Christmas is considered to be a 
great celebration, a time of hope, joy, 
and love for family and friends to 
share. The preparation of cooking and 
gift shopping for Christmas can be 
over whelming at times though.
Are you prepared or preparing 
yourself for this special holiday ? If 
not, here are a few tips that should 
help you out.
Set up a Christmas budget early.
Often people do not even think 
about their Christmas budget until 
November or December comes 
around. They then quickly realize 
that they haven't saved enough to 
buy the gifts that they wanted to 
give.
"I like to shop early so I won't forget 
the things I want to buy people," said 
Jamere King.
"Don't wait to the last minute," said 
Aleska Rovic.
"Start a Christmas budget gift list at 
the beginning of the year and save for 
it in small increments, all year long."
Another key tip to Christmas 
shopping is doing your research.
When you are searching for the perfect 
gift, make sure that you find the best 
deal on the gift you are buying. Do not 
be scared to search around different 
stores or to use coupons to find the 
best deals. If you can save a dollar, 
why not?
"When it come down to Christmas 
shopping, you have got to find the 
discounts," said Brett Frantz.
A very common tip that a lot people 
use when Christmas shopping for gifts 
are gift cards.
Gift cards are very stress free gifts, 
because you don't have to worry about 
the person not liking the gift they 
received. You just simply give them a
gift card with however much money 
you want to put towards their favorite 
store.
"Just buy gifts cards to somewhere 
they like," said Nick Thurman.
Another tip that will help family 
and friends cut down on over­
spending for Christmas is to play 
Christmas games such as Secret Santa, 
drawing names out of a bowl. This 
way everybody receives a gift and 
buys a gift and does not have to worry 
about buying multiple gifts.
Here is the last and most important 
tip if you are trying to save money or 
simply do not want to be in store lines 
for hours. From an interview, several 
students at SWOSU agree, do not wait 
to go Christmas shopping at the last 
minute.
Hopefully these tips will help 
you enjoy one of the most celebrated 
holidays of the year.
Winter movies heat up theatres
Kari M errick 
Staff Reporter
The Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of the Dawn  
Treader opens Friday, Dec. 10.
This winter's movie preview has something 
for all ages and styles. From action and suspense 
to good clean family fun, there will be plenty of 
opportunities to hit the theaters with 17 movies 
coming out in December alone.
December 3, 2010
The Warrior's Way- starring Kate Bosworth,
Geoffrey Rush, Danny Huston, Tony Cox, and Dong- 
Gun Jang. A warrior-assassin is forced to hide in a 
small town in the American Badlands after refusing 
a mission.
Black S w an - starring Natalie Portman Mila Kunis, 
Vincent Cassel, Winona Ryder, and Barbara Hershey. 
The story centers on the manipulative relationship 
between a veteran ballet dancer and a rival dancer.
I Love You P h illip  Morris - starring Jim Carrey, 
Ewan McGregor, Leslie Mann, Rodrigo Santoro, and 
David Jensen. When a local Texas policeman, Steve 
Russell, turns to cons and fraud to allow him to 
change his lifestyle, his subsequent stay in the state 
penitentiary results in his meeting the love of his 
life, a sensitive fellow inmate named Phillip Morris. 
What ensues can only be described as a relentless 
quest as Russell attempts escape after escape and 
executes con after con, all in the name of love. 
December 10, 2010
The C hronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of the
D aw n  Treader- starring Ben Barnes, Georgie Henley, 
William Moseley, Will Poulter, Anna Popplewell, 
Skandar Keyne. In this new installment of the 
blockbuster "The Chronicles of Narnia", Edmund 
and Lucy Pevensie, along with their cousin Eustace 
and their royal friend King Caspian, find themselves 
swallowed into a painting and on to the Dawn 
Treader. As they embark on an incredible adventure 
of destiny and discovery, they confront obstacles 
beyond imagination.
December 17, 2010
Yogi Bear- starring Anna Faris, Dan Aykroyd, Justin 
Timberlake, T.J Miller, Tom Cavanagh, Andy Daly. 
When a corrupt mayor turns failing Jellystone Park 
into a logging facility, Yogi and Boo Boo team with 
Ranger Smith and a wildlife documentarian to 
expose the mayor's plot to destroy a near extinct 
turtle whose presence in the park should trigger its 
reclassification as a nature preserve.
H ow  D o  You K now - starring Reese Witherspoon, 
Owen Wilson, Paul RuddJack , Jack Nicholson, 
Kathryn Hahn, Andrew Wilson. Romantic comedy 
centered on the love triangle between professional 
softball player Lisa Jorgenson, a corporate executive,
and a major-league pitcher.
December 24, 2010
Little Fockers- starring Robert De Niro, Ben Stiller, 
Teri Polo, Blythe Danner, Dustin Hoffman, Barbra 
Streisand. It has taken 10 years, two little Fockers 
with wife Pam and countless hurdles for Greg to 
finally get "in" with his tightly wound father-in-law, 
Jack. When Greg and Pam's entire clan, including 
Pam's lovelorn ex, Kevin , descend for the twins' 
birthday party, Greg must prove to the skeptical Jack 
that he's fully capable as the man of the house.
True Grit- starring Jeff Bridges, Matt Damon, Josh 
Brolin, Hailee Steinfeld, Barry Peppe. 14-year-old 
Mattie Ross's father has been shot in cold blood by 
the coward Tom Chaney and she is determined to 
bring him to justice. Enlisting the help of a trigger- 
happy, drunken U.S. Marshal, Rooster Cogburn, 
she sets out with him over his objections to hunt 
down Chaney. Her father's blood demands that she 
pursue the criminal into Indian Territory and find 
him before a Texas Ranger named LeBoeuf catches 
him and brings him back to Texas for the murder of 
another man.
G ulliiver's Travels- starring Jack Black, Emily Blunt, 
Jason Segel, Chris O'Dowed, Amanda Peet, Billy 
Connolly. Jack Black is bigger than ever as Gulliver, a 
perpetual underachiever and wannabe travel writer 
at a New York newspaper. When he finally makes an 
effort to actually venture out the city to write a travel 
piece, a storm-tossed voyage lands him on an island 
inhabited by tiny folks called Lilliputians.
Country Strong- Starring Gwyneth Paltrow, Tim 
McGraw, Garret Hedlund, Leighton Meester. A 
rising young singer-songwriter becomes involved 
with a fallen country singer. As they embark on 
a career resurrection tour with her husband and 
manager and a beauty queen-turned singer, romantic 
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Background: Ohio native, superintendent of several Kansas 
schools, previously superintendent of schools in Guthrie.
Noted events: Campbell began the first year of university in 
a former saloon on Main Street. He oversaw construction 
of the Normal School building, the first university build­




Background: Previously served as president of a Normal 
School in Chillhowee, Tenn., for 12 years.
Noted events: Sharp oversaw construction of the Science 
Building (now called Old Science). Sharp was dismissed 
by the state board of education. One of the reasons for his 
dismissal was an incident involving statutes of Apollo and 
Hercules that were bought for the Art Department. Sharp 
unpacked the statutes and, finding them completely nude, 





Background: Graduated from University of Indiana. Pre­
viously served as vice president of Central State Normal.
Noted events: Griffith cut Southwestern’s faculty down to 
22 while student numbers rose to 614. He broke up an un­
authorized dance in the Administration Building. He also 




Background: First SWOSU president to have a doctorate 
degree. Taught in Tennessee and in Texas and had been 
president at Oklahoma College for Women at Chickasha.
Noted events: Eskridge was the first president to live in the 
president’s house (now the Burton House). He allowed the 




Background: Graduate of Phillips University and had been 
a principal of Oklahoma schools for 15 years..
Noted events: His tenure was short due to changes in state 
political leadership. The 1,200 students attending summer 
school supported Burris so much that they presented him a 




Background: Graduate of Phillips University. Previously 
served as head of the History Department at the University 
Preparatory School at Tonkawa.
Noted events: Turner’s major accomplishments were the 
construction of the new Library Building (now the Art 
Building) and the first gymnasium (which was torn down to 
allow the construction of the Stafford Building in 1996).7
Ernest Edwarb Brown
1927-1932
Background: Had been an elementary teacher, a superin­
tendent of public instruction, and a high school inspector 
for the State Department of Education.
Noted events: He oversaw the expansion of the athletic pro­
gram. He also dealt with the start of the Great Depressions 




Background: Native of Georgia and a graduate of univer­
sity of Nashville. He had done graduate work at Harvard.
Noted events: The May Festival was cancelled due to lack 
of funds. Teaching salaries reduced as well. Despite finan­
cial difficulties, Richards made it possible for the univer­




Background: Superintendent of schools in Ponca City 
since 1929. Attended University of Oklahoma but had a 
master’s degree from Columbia.
Noted events: The Pharmacy Department opened and set a 
new curriculum for Southwestern. Isle also initiated studies 




Background: Attended Oklahoma City University and Uni­
versity of Oklahoma. He was skilled in public relations.
Noted events: He led Southwestern out of The Great De­
pression and into the war years of the 40’s. He initiated 
the vocational program, established a military training pro­




Background: He had once been a student at Southwestern 
then got his master’s degree at Oklahoma A&M college.
Noted events: Three new buildings were added. WWII 
had significant changes. Athletics were suspended for four 





Background: Virginia native, served on state board of edu­
cation, served as superintendent at Idabel for ten years.
Noted events: Enrollment increased thirty percent as the 
veterans began to enroll. Built the apartment’s “Vetsville” 
where married veterans could reside. A new Industrial Arts 
building and Education Building were also constructed.13
Al Harris
1960-1975
Background: SWOSU graduate, was an outstanding athlete 
at SWOSU holding track records. Had served as a teacher 
and superintendent at Custer City, Watonga, and Clinton.
Noted events: Harris carried out an extensive building pro­
gram, Enrollment hit a dramatic increase. Harris increased 
on-campus housing by building several residence halls. 





Background: Superintendent of Western Heights Public 
Schools in OKC, assistant superintendent for Moore Pub­
lic Schools.
Noted events: Campbell presided over the construction of 
the pharmacy annex, the increase in ROTC enrollment, and 




Background: SWOSU vice president for academic affairs. 
First female president of Southwestern and first woman 
university president in Oklahoma. Graduated from South­
western before teaching at Altus and SWOSU.
Noted events: Hibler presided over the construction of the 
physical plant, Music Hall, a new green house, the Stafford 





Background: bachelors and masters from SWOSU. Grew 
up in southwest Oklahoma. Worked at CPA firm.
Noted events: Oversaw construction of Wellness Center 
and Centennial Clock. University and city passed measure 
to build event center. Presided over university Centennial 
celebration in 2001.(information from Southwestern Centennial, 1901-2001, by Jerry G. Nye)
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PETA: the good guys?
Kari Merrick 
Staff Reporter
I do not understand how  
a group o f people could 
stick their nose in so 
many things in this world 
without even knowing 
what they are talking 
about.
Note to all hunters:
According to a newspaper in San Francisco, all you hunters who kill animals 
for food, shame on you: you ought to go to the store and buy the meat that was 
made there, where no animals were harmed.
Can you believe someone really said this, and that it was posted in an actual 
paper? Can you believe that some people actually think that the meat they buy in 
the grocery store came from unharmed animals?
Where has this misconception come from?
Step back in time with me, to a time where cattle and horse were king. There 
were no cars, vegan foods, or vegetarians. You raised what you ate, and you 
forged across thousands of miles to the new frontier to make your home. Your 
heat, your clothing, your shelter, and everything you knew was built around 
your animals and their welfare. Where was PETA?
PETA was founded by Ingrid Newkirk in 1980. It was developed and 
dedicated for animal rights. But it is the good guy?
According to the New York Times in 2009, animal euthanizing was at an
all time low, dropping to less than 50 
percent. 13,620 animals were put to 
death, out of the 41,712 taken into the 
shelters. In 2009 alone PETA took in only 
2,366 animals, out of those 2,366 only 8 
were adopted, which means 2301 were 
killed. That is a 90 percent death rate.
On its 2002 tax return, PETA 
claimed a $9,370 write off for a giant 
walk in freezer, the kind most people use 
as a meat locker or for ice cream storage. 
During a 2007 criminal trial, a PETA 
manager testifying under oath confirmed the obvious that the group uses the 
appliance to store the bodies of its victims.
I do not understand how a group of people could stick their nose in so many 
things in this world without even knowing what they are talking about.
Take rodeo, for example. PETA has been trying to shut down the sport since 
the early 90's. They claim that all the animals are mistreated and are being forced 
to do things they don't want to do. But have they ever taken the time to research 
the sport or spend time with rodeo stock contractors or horse trainers to see the 
amazingly good care their animals get? The answer, of course, is no.
I grew up in a rodeo family, and have also been a part of a large stock 
contracting business, and I know for a fact that at certain events owners have 
put tarps over their bulls to keep them from getting rained on. They provide the 
best feed possible for their animals, and try their hardest to keep them safe and 
comfortable. In the arena, the bulls will only perform if they are willing and 
want to.
To think that you could "force" a 1200 pound animal to do anything is 
ridiculous. But apparently there are only a select few people that know this, so as 
you might guess, PETA can really persuade a lot of people.
We can to stand up against PETA, starting with getting involved with groups 
such as Anti-PETA, Hunters against PETA, and PETA Kills Animals. If you want 
to help animals, make a donation to your local animal shelter. It will go further 
than any donation you can give to PETA's false pretenses.
Parking a pet peeve
by Courtney H ailey 
Staff Reporter______
Activity in the parking 
lot consists o f driving 
around in numerous 
circles until you are 
dizzy.
Southwestern's parking arrangement is terrible. As the population on 
campus grows, the university needs to have a plan as to where another 
parking lot can be built or remove some of the "no parking" signs so that 
students can park more easily.
Now, I know that the campus is not very big and it is not like the 
students are walking miles to get to their classes. However, this is one of 
the windiest cities I have ever been in and walking in high winds that burn 
your face in mid January is not my idea of fun.
Around the Campbell Building, there are two main parking lots. The
parking lot that is connected with 
the girl's dorms, Oklahoma Hall, 
is really useless because the girls 
that live in those dorms never move 
their cars. The other lot is close 
to Bradley Street, and activity in 
that parking lot consists of driving 
around in numerous circles until 
you are dizzy, causing frustration 
and tardiness to class in some cases.
Across the Campbell building and across Davis Street is the huge 
parking lot for the boy's dorms, Rogers and Jefferson. Because of the 
"tenant only" signs located on the closest spots, you have to park all the 
way across this big lot. No one even parks in those tenant spots half of the 
time, so why put students through the trouble of having to park 30 spots 
further than they really should?
The days when it is raining or freezing cold and you refuse to walk the 
distance and park in one of those spots, are the days luck is not on your 
side. There is always that risk of getting one of those beautiful white 
parking tickets that take about $50 to $75 out of your pocket.
The fact that driving around the campus of Southwestern is a one way 
street makes it even more difficult to park if you have classes in the Rankin 
Williams Fieldhouse or the Education building. Because of the one-way 
street, if you barely miss a good spot, you must go ALL the way around 
again, and by the time you get back, some other lucky student had the 
pleasure of claiming that spot.
The parking spots are so close together by those two buildings that you 
really have to be careful backing out or else you could possibly bump into 
another car.
So please SWOSU, help us students out! Maybe take out some of the 
no parking signs so that we can actually make use of those spots. No one, 
even teachers, wants to drag themselves in 20 degree weather, in possible 
ice and snow, across campus when it is not necessary. This issue should be 
addressed at some point in time to make the lives easier.
W hat problem?
Jennifer O sborn 
Staff Reporter
Quite frankly, we have 
plenty o f parking on 
campus. Yeah, I said it.
I'm tired of listening to people complain about SWOSU's parking. I'm 
tired of watching people drive around for ten minutes to find a parking 
place before class and ultimately being late because of it. Here's how to 
avoid that pesky parking problem.
No, SWOSU did not purchase more land to plow in order to provide you 
with more parking lots (or more convenient parking lots). Quite frankly, we 
have plenty of parking on campus.
Yeah, I said it.
Read it again if you have to. Even though it may not be where you want 
it, there is plenty.
Ever driven down College or up Davis while classes are in session? If not, 
maybe you should. If you have, you've probably noticed that parking in the 
lot south of the Student Union 
is seldom ever full, the Wellness 
Center isn't ever jam packed, and 
might I go as far as to add that the 
lot west of the stadium is always 
empty.
So what if your classes are in 
the Campbell Building? In the time
it takes to drive around long enough for someone to dare back out of the 
sacred Campbell lot, you could have parked downtown at the Coffee Cup 
and still made it to class on time.
Think about it. SWOSU's campus is not that big at all. Talk to someone 
from OSU, OU, or Texas Tech. Maybe then you'll come to terms with this 
sensible solution.
"Some days it would take me almost 20 minutes to find a parking spot 
that was literally a mile away from where I needed to be," said a former Tech 
graduate.
And I'm sure that nearly everyone has either been on or around OSU's 
campus and tried to park.
"It's easier just to walk from my house," said a current Oklahoma State 
student. "It takes about 15 minutes but it's worth avoiding the hassle of 
parking."
Fifteen minutes is a relatively long walk, about a mile.
Our campus, however, isn't even a mile long any direction you go about 
it. If you were to walk from the football stadium parking lot (as far West as 
you can go on campus) to the Campbell Building (as far East as you can go 
on campus), it would take the average person less than five minutes to walk 
only three tenths of a mile.
If you were to opt for the lot south of the Union (as far south on campus 
as you can go) to the Campbell Building (almost as far north as you can go) 
it takes the average person only four minutes for that .26 of a mile.
Walk either of these routes and you get the bonus of burning an extra fifty 
calories in your day (about 25 there and then 25 back). That's about half of 
that snack you used as an excuse for breakfast, or just barely over 10 percent 
of that big mac you had for dinner the night before.
These suggestions are, of course, for those living further than a mile from 
Bulldog grounds. Those of you who drive from Campus Corner, Campus 
South, Campus North, or the Apartments West of Milam Stadium—if 
you drive because your classes are too far of a walk, well...you should 
just be ashamed of yourself. Even if you're running late, you're better off 
with adding a little pep to your step than driving like a mad man (or mad 
woman) through every lot on campus.
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Si z z l i n g  s t a r t Women off to best record since 1996; men put together six-game win streak
W omen stun WTAM
Natasha Brown is one of the reasons that the women's basketball team is undefeated. 
Brown scored 27 in Southwestern's upset of West Texas Saturday.
CANYON, Texas -  The 
Southwestern women sent a clear 
message that the Bulldogs were ready 
to join the conference's basketball 
elite stunning 12th ranked West Texas 
A&M, 78-70, Saturday in Canyon, 
Texas.
The landmark win was SWOSU's 
sixth straight and equals the 6-0 start 
of the 1996 team. The victory over 
the three-time defending Lone Star 
Conference champion was SWOSU's 
first in a span of 12 games. The 
Bulldogs were last winners in 1997 
when they beat the Buffs 65-60 in the 
first-ever meeting between the two 
schools. The takedown of the nation's 
12th ranked squad represented the 
first time the Bulldogs had beaten 
a team with that loft of status since 
joining NCAA Division II, 13 years 
ago.
Second-year SWOSU coach Kelsi 
Bond scattered praise on several 
players in a postgame interview with 
KWEY Radio but said she wanted her 
team to expect to win and not to act as 
an underdog.
"I couldn't be more proud of the 
team than what I am feeling right 
now," Bond said. "We had a lead 
at halftime, and I felt that we could 
still play even better. I told them to 
believe what we are doing, stick to the 
game plan and we'll get out of here as 
winners."
Natasha Brown was tremendous 
for the Bulldogs scoring a team- 
high 27 points, 25 of which came in 
a dominant second half. She was a 
one-person wrecking crew and had the 
Buffs scratching their collective heads 
in wonderment. She made eight-of-11 
shots in the final 20 minutes, including 
a perfect four-for-four from three-point 
distance.
"'Tasha was simply awesome,"
Bond said. "She was our catalyst 
tonight. When she gets things going on 
the defensive end it really helps things 
develop for her on the offensive side of 
the ball."
SWOSU closed with a flourish at 
the end of the first half and carried a 
34-29 lead into the locker room. Brown 
then began to heat up early in the
second half. Her three-pointer at 16:31 
gave the Bulldogs a 44-34 edge. A few 
minutes later she scored a string of 
seven consecutive points and SWOSU 
had WTAMU down by 12 at 58-46 with 
10:42 to play.
The Buffs never got closer than five 
the rest of the way as the Bulldogs kept 
their comfortable cushion with clutch
free throws down the stretch. SWOSU 
made 13-of-18 free throws in the 
second half for 72% after only making 
half of their 14 attempts in the first 20 
minutes.
Shanessa Smith and Ashley Rush each 
added 14 for the Bulldogs who ended 
the game making better than 51% of 
their shots on 25-of-49 attempts.
Overtime heartb reaker ends streak
CANYON, Texas -  The 
Southwestern men had a handful 
of opportunities late but were 
unable to put away West Texas 
A&M and found themselves 
beaten 79-68 in overtime Saturday 
night in Canyon, Texas.
The loss snapped what had 
been a season-best, six-game 
win streak for the Bulldogs and 
dropped their overall record 
to 6-3 on the year. WTAMU 
remained unbeaten upping its 
record to 6-0 on the year.
Chancellor Jones had 22 points 
to lead SWOSU, but his turnover 
with two seconds to play spoiled 
any attempt SWOSU might have 
had at a game-winning shot in 
regulation. The contest went into 
extra time tied at 62-62.
SWOSU was limited to just one 
made field goal in overtime and 
that came in the opening seconds 
when Ross Moore sunk a jump 
shot to put the Bulldogs up 64-62. 
SWOSU went through a three- 
plus minute span where it didn't 
score.
WTAM ran the game's next 
10 points and led 72-64 when 
LaDarius Hall sunk two free 
throws with 1:54 left in overtime. 
The Bulldogs final points came 
at the free throw line. Jones, who 
sank 13-of-14 attempts from the 
stripe, made a pair just outside 
the one-minute mark and Zac 
Howe swished two shots with 45 
seconds to play.
Moore was the only other 
player to reach double figures for
SWOSU. He had 14 points.
The Bulldogs ended the 
game making just 38% on 22- 
of-57 attempts. WTAMU was 
25-of-66 for 44% from the field. 
WTAMU enjoyed a considerable 
advantage at the free throw
line. The Buffs made 20 more 
visits (44-24) than SWOSU 
while connecting on 27 of them. 
SWOSU was whistled for 30 
fouls and three players were sent 
to the bench with five fouls, and 
two others had four when the 
game ended.
SWOSU will next play Saturday 
at home against Midwestern 
State University. Tipoff for the 
women is set for 2 p.m. in Rankin 
Williams Fieldhouse, followed by 
the men's game at 4 p.m.
SWOSU to join G reat American Conference
RUSSELLVILLE, Ark. -- Southwestern, along with 
eight other institutions in Arkansas and Oklahoma, 
have been working together on a new athletic 
league, and the league now has a name—the Great 
American Conference.
SWOSU will join the GAC in 2011, a league that 
includes six NCAA Division II universities from 
Arkansas and three from Oklahoma.
The formal announcement of the new conference 
name was made by the chief executive officers of the 
nine member institutions -Arkansas Tech University 
in Russellville, East Central University in Ada,
Okla., Harding University in Searcy, Henderson 
State University in Arkadelphia, Ouachita Baptist 
University in Arkadelphia, Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University in Durant, Southern Arkansas 
University in Magnolia, Southwestern Oklahoma 
State University in Weatherford, and the University 
of Arkansas at Monticello.
According to a joint statement from the member 
institutions' presidents and chancellors, the name 
was chosen to "reflect the diversity of the league's 
geographic regions, from the Mississippi Delta 
of southeast Arkansas to the plains of western 
Oklahoma."
The six Arkansas schools are currently members 
of the Gulf South Conference while the Oklahoma 
schools hold membership in the Lone Star 
Conference.
Much of the impetus for the new league, 
according to the CEO's, was to bring together 
institutions with similar athletic and academic 
profiles as well as those in geographic proximity 
to lessen travel costs and missed class time for 
student-athletes. The new conference also recalls 
part of the athletic history of both states when the 
three Oklahoma schools were part of the now- 
defunct Oklahoma Intercollegiate Conference and 
the six Arkansas schools were part of the Arkansas 
Intercollegiate Conference. Teams from the OIC and 
AIC were frequent opponents in all sports.
SWOSU president Randy Beutler, who is also 
vice president of the new conference, called the new 
league a better fit for the institutions.
"The Great American Conference brings together 
like-minded universities with similar resources and 
places an emphasis on the student-athlete which 
will enhance intercollegiate athletics at our member 
institutions," Beutler said.
Will Prewitt, former associate commissioner of the 
West Virginia Intercollegiate Athletic Conference, 
was recently named commissioner of the new 
conference.
"This is an incredible opportunity to build a 
conference from the ground up," said Prewitt.
"When I look at the member institutions and their 
respective athletic histories, I think we have a chance 
to build something special."
The new league plans to begin competition in the 
fall of 2011 after approval from the NCAA.
SWOSU Athletic Director Todd Thurman 
indicated that coming up with the conference's 
actual name is an important milestone in the 
continuing development.
"The name 'Great American Conference' best 
reflects the makeup of our new league and our 
vision for the future. The brand also affords us the 
opportunity to make a bold statement about who we 
are and where we are going with our newly-formed 
athletic conference. We are excited about all the 
possibilities this new endeavor provides for us, our 
students and our colleagues."
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15 . A n electrode
16. Affirm
17 . The meaning o f  a word
19. Cousin o f  a gull
20. Estimate (abbrev.)










3 6 . C ease-fire
37. A lone
3 8 . Relative o f  an ostrich
39. Mark
40. N ot upper
4 1 . Examine closely
43 . One who transgresses
44. Subservient
46 . Dross
4 7 . Potential
48. A ny minute
49 . A  boat built by N oah
5 2 . C hief Norse god
5 3 . Creative thinking
56. Coin opening
57. French for "Our"
58. Cocoyam
59. Female chickens
60. The color o f  most grass

















12 . A very spiny and dense 
evergreen slirub
13. Proprietor






2 8 . Job
29. Puritan
31 . A serious accident
33. Sheltered, at sea
34. A unit o f pressure
36. Inclined to believe
37. Music with lyrics
39. Smile
4 0 . Tropical vine
4 2 . Things that happen
43. Slob "











Sudoku: Number puzzle in which numbers must be fit 
into a 9x9 grid such that each numeral appears exactly 
once in each row, column and each of nine 3x3 blocks. 
*Answers at the bottom of this page.*









































off the mark .com by Mark Parisi
Answers
